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Environmental Health Indicators 

CDC and EPA working together for better coordination: 
•�Compar ng nd cators to dent fy common purposes, pr or es, 
�and measures 
•�Work ng w th CSTE and states to deve op and p ot nd cators 
�that can be used for nformat on d ssem nat on and po cy mak ng 
•�Partner ng w th European co eagues, European Env ronment 
�Agency, WHO Europe, Un ted Nat ons Env ronment Programme, 
�and the European Comm ss on, to understand d fferences and 
�s ar es of nd cators n Europe and the U.S. 
•�The Border Ind cators Task Force pub shed the f rst Ind cators 
�Report under the Border 2012 program, wh ch nc udes about 20 

nd cators from the B -nat ona Set and s ava ab e at 
�http: www.epa.gov r6border pdf tf_prog_200604.pdf 

Interoperability of Data Systems 

New York Pilot Data Exchange Pro ect 
•�Co aborat on between CDC, EPA, NY State 
•�Exam ned nteroperab ty ssues between CDC’s Pub c Hea th 
�Informat on Network Track ng Network and EPA’s Exchange Network 
•�Successfu y estab shed an ntegrat on broker to a ow ongo ng, 
�systemat c exchange of a r data between the State’s Department 
�of Hea th and Department of Env ronmenta Conservat on 

Tracking and Exchange Network Interoperability Pilot 
•�Address ng data exchange mechan sms at the Agency 
�Enterpr se eve
•�W ot a secure means to move data among CDC, EPA, and 
�states w th m ma trans at on 

State and Local Activities: CDC’s Tracking Program and EPA Health-Related Challenge Grants 

California 
CDC Tracking Network: 
Conducted two pro ects: (1) the A ameda County 
Demonstrat on Pro ect exp ored surve ance 
ssues of preterm b rth and ow b rthwe ght, 
asthma, and exposure to traff c po ut on n the 
County; and (2) the Centra Va ey South Coast 
Ch dren’s Env ronmenta Hea th Track ng Pro ect 
s exam ng the geograph c var at on between 
preterm b rth, term ow b rth we ght, menta
retardat on, aut sm, and SIDS, w th a rborne 
hazard data and data from the State Pest de 
Use Report ng system. 

EPA Exchange Network: 
CA Department of Pest de Regu at on 
construct ng a Web-based, ntegrated pest de-
use track ng system (PestTrak) to exchange data 

th other state, oca , and federa ent es through 
the CA EPA’s node on the Exchange Network. 

Maryland 
CDC Tracking Network: 
MD Department of Hea th and Menta Hyg ene 
and Department of the Env ronment eva uated: 
(1) the contr but on of ozone and PM2.5 on 
ch dhood asthma and ch dhood acute 
ymphob ast eukem a; and (2) the use of remote 
sens ng to dent fy crops n four rura count es, 
determ ne d str but on of pest de use, and nk to 

rth outcomes. 

EPA Exchange Network: 
The MD Department of the Env ronment w an 
and mp ement the seam ess generat on, 
exchange, ntegrat on, and v sua zat on of 
dr nk ng water qua ty data and surface water 
mon tor ng data for use by the state and other 
Exchange Network partners. 

CDC Tracking Network Grantee 

EPA Health-Related Challenge Grantee 

CDC and EPA Grantee 

Improving Data Utility, Methods and Tools 

Example: Public Health Air Surveillance Evaluation Pro ect (PHASE) 
Partners: CDC, Ma ne, New York, W scons n, and EPA 
The purpose of th s pro ect s to demonstrate the advantages and tat ons of methods of generat ng a r-qua ty 
character zat on surve ance data that can be rout ne y ava ab e to nk w th pub c hea th surve ance data. 

Expected Products: 
•�Rout ne y ava ab e mode ed a r qua ty data for use w th asthma and card ovascu ar hosp ta data 
•�Gu de for us ng PHASE nformat on for track ng purposes 
•�Ana yt c software 
•�Peer-rev ewed sc ent c pub cat ons on methods, eva uat on resu ts, and essons earned 

Background 

Pew Commission: Environmental Health Review 
•�Env ronmenta hea th system was nadequate and fragmented 
•�Respons es scattered among agenc es 
•�Unab e to nk env ronmenta and hea th databases 
•�Chron c cond ons account for 4 out of every 5 deaths 
�the Un ted States 
•�Answers needed about the ro e of the env ronment on 
�hea th outcomes 

CDC’s National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program 
funded by Congress in FY2002 
The Track ng Program w mprove commun ty hea th through the 
use of nformat on from ntegrated env ronmenta and pub c hea th 
data sources. As the cornerstone of the Program, the Track ng 
Network w ntegrate nformat on on env ronmenta hazards, human 
exposure to env ronmenta hazards, and hea th effects potent
re ated to exposure to env ronmenta hazards. 

EPA’s Environmental Information Exchange Network 
The Exchange Network (www.exchangenetwork.net) was deve oped 
to ach eve env ronmenta and human hea th protect on goa s— 
trad ona program act es and env ronment and hea th- nd cators 
support. The Exchange Network prov des a p atform for the 
exchange of data for new bus ness needs, ana ys s too s to support 
nd cators, and ntegrat on of hea th and env ronmenta nformat on. 
There are now 40 operat ona data exchange nodes w th states. 

MOU: EPA and HHS (CDC and ATSDR) 
The purpose of the MOU s to advance efforts to ach eve mutua
env ronmenta pub c hea th goa s and strengthen the br dge 
between the env ronmenta and pub c hea th commun es by: 
•�L nk ng EPA Exchange Network and CDC Track ng Network 
•�Shar ng of t me y and re ab e env ronmenta and pub c hea th 
�data from CDC and EPA networks 

Recommended a 
“Nationwide Health Tracking 

Network for diseases and 
exposures” 

EPA CDC: 
National and International Collaborations on 

Health and the Environment 
William Sonntag, Jr., OEI, EPA and Hal Zenick, Ph.D., ORD, EPA 

Michael A. McGeehin, Ph.D., M.S.P.H., DEHHE NCEH CDC and Judith R. Qualters, Ph.D., EHTB DEHHE NCEH CDC 


